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Coordinated efforts of units from the three major in-country U. S.
tavy task forces together witk other U. S. and Vietnawese armed forces
continued to maintain pressure on the enery in each SEQ LORDS campsign
during April. In general enemy opposition de‘clined during the month with
the GIANT SLIKGSHCT operations continuing to make contact most frequently,
In this operation along the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co.Dong rivers some enemy
initiated activity was encountered daily, but taere wers a number of days
with only one minor incident.

1 Operations in the other interdiction campaigns of BARRIER RE/F,

TRAN HUNG DAO, and SEARCH TURN, as well as certain rivers whi 4 MLRKET

" TLE "Raiders" operated on a near daily basis, followed a general pattern
vLerein eney inltiated fire fight activity was not sncountered for a

weeg or more, only to be followed by » sizeable engagement with well em-

placed and heavily armed Viet Cong units. Prompt reaction by fixed wing
" aireraft and/or helicopters providing air cover coupled with frequent

irsertion of reaction troops already embarked ir the patro‘l craft and en-

B R U

ployment of other supporting arms remained the best counter to these
attacks, The shift of night patrol tactics tovard establishing night

acbush positions at likely crossing points in lieu of random patrol cone

C ke s e - ey &

¥ ) tirued to show good results in the number of friendly initiated contacts.
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Glant Slingsaot Sampoigy
River patrol craft, river asszult craft, uinesweeping crait, and

supporting units from IF 116 and TF 117 continued GIALT SL..G3MOT inter-
diction operations along the Van Co Tay and Van Co Dong Rivers as elexents
of UG 194.9. Until 7 April "Swift® bosts of TF 115 carried out patrols

on the Vau Co River when this segment of GIAWT SLINGSHOT wes taken over

by PBR's in order to allow inoreased "Swift" boat patrols on the lower

Ham Luong and Co Chien rivers in the normal GAIE WAKDEN ares of operations.
Also participatirg in this interdiction campaign were Vili River Assault
and Inte-dlotion Divisions 70 and 71 (RAID-70 and 71). As it prior months

nunerous operations were carried out in support of {riencly ground sveeps

-and ratrols of the river banis.

The amount of eneny opposition increased sli;itly éuring April with
tas nunber of cnexy ipitiatod hostile ;‘11" incidents up to 74 fron 65 °
in March., The focus of enemy attantion : so appeared to bs shifting fron
the Vam Co Dong to the Van Co Tay, possibly indicating a rujor change in
enexy infiltration routes. There wers also five enery attacks on GIANY
SLLIGSEUT bases and su port elements or nearby friendly instaliatiors,
Friendly casualties during april inecluded 6 USYN killed and 69 wounded.
Cther forevs working with U. o. lavy units lost 7 killed and 77 wounced,
Dexage wes rece_ived by 29 U3 and 7 Vil watcr cralt with 5 of taem
damaged, extensi;/ely. One incident resulted in tie losc of two Usl heli-

copie.'s and darage to a supporting U. 8. Army helicoptexz.
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liight aczbush tactics by patrol units wvere erployed frequently .
again in April resulling in 85 coatacts whish :ude up the bulk of Mavy
inflictud enexy casuvalties. Routine patrcls also engaged evading junks
or sampans at least 16 tines with good results, Re.ctions to hostile fire,
targets of opportunity, 1 tactical intell!gence in the fornm of nawval
gunfire, artillery fire, and strikes by Lelicopters or fixed wing air- .
craft numbered nearly 100 for the month. Including the results of ground
sweeps supported by UIANT SLI:GSHOT units plus air strikes and artillery
fire the eneny lost 504 killed (367 body count plus 137 probable), 21
woundod, and 39 captured, laterial losses cane to 26 junks or sanpans
and 215 structures - ‘catroyed uith another 2 craft damnged and 16 cap-
tured plus 9 structures dammpged. Ground sveeps uncovered 3 a:vis seches
in the GLiLY olilGSHOT area during April., 7These caches tlus arus cap-
turcu in direct combat totaled 76 indivicu=l and 12 crewserved weapons,
Some 90 B=-40 rounds, nearly 50 mortar/reco:lless rifle rounds, approxi-
mately 100 grenades, and miscellaneous rines and explosives were also
included in the captured mumnitions,

On 2 April_, two ASPB's werc trans ting south on the Vam Co Dong
river vhen they cama under 3-40 rocket-grerade and autoratic~weapons
attack at 1420, three and a half miles soutzeast of Tra Cu (X5 529 945).
One ASPB took a rocket hit in the after g station which was seen to
detonate in the immediate vieinity of ICLE C. L. PETERSOl, USh, kiiling

4i1r. LCDR PELERo.. was Co.rander River Sguedron 57 and Van Co Dong one
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,,1 scene corvender. His body was lost overboard during the ensuing r }4
battle. In addition, two USY wvere soricusly wounded, one of the oas~ h
valtios being LT Lavid J. 338 (1B), Usii, from WIB-iB, FB:'s of TU Y
194.1 were scravbled to assist in the count.r attack and artillery
fire was placed vn the anbush area within eight minutes, Seavolves
arrived and provided cover for dustoff, a¢ the wounded wers medevaced
to the liny evacuation hospital at Cu Chi by 1530, 3ne.y ecasuclties
were unknown, ICDd Peterscal's Lody was subsequently found,

Just after m.dnight on 2 April, FBR's 740 and 769 were in

G e v e s 1 g P o+

? waterborne ambush position atuut 3; miles south of Go Dau Ha (X7 398 190)
g and detected a sampan with eight {o 10 personnel crossing from west to
cast, They took the sampan under fire and destroyed it, Enesy casuale
tios were 1listod as eight kiiled and two probadly killed. There were

no U, S. casualties, ;.
! On April 6, while in nigat vaterborne ambush position on the Van Co .
Lorg river, 4 miles northeast of the Ben Luc Bridge, (XS 557 £07), two ; '
ASPR's of Task Unit 194.9,.5 detected two seupans travelling north along

the west bank. The sampans were illwwdnated ané taken under fire at a

o ran,c of aboul 20 feet at 2100, rusulting in three Viet Cong killed and

vy vy
s -

<. 3 the capture of one:y arns, fcod and equipment, .
1]

q \ Cn ¥ April FBa's €2 ard 14) in waterborne arbush on the south bank !
F of tle Vou Co Tay River, 4 riles northeast of Tuyen lhon, observed six {
. ! ! !
‘ g : V!el Song approaching the bank. when the eneny closed to 10 xeters, . :
S |
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the FBR's opened fire and then cleared to the west. A red light was
observed in the ambush u.ru and the units returned for another firing
run. A sampan with four Viet Cong was vbserved attempting to cross

the river and enter a canal on the south bank. The boats took the
sampan and both banks under fire, The sampan exploded with a series

of fireballa 75 feet hign. A large secondary explosion which caused

a large fire was obaerved on the north hank, The FBR's made three
firing runs through the area and received light autormatic weapons fire
from the north bank., On the last firing run an explosion lifted the stern
of PBit 14y out of the water and caused the boat to start filling with
wvater, The boat was beached, pumped ocut, and taen returned to base for
repairs (later it was returned to duty). Enery losses were seven killed
and an additional three listed as probatles and one sampan destroyed.
Taere were no friendly persornel casualties,

Five RAID 71 units were in transit from Tra Cu to Ben Luc on 9
April w.en they spotted a saizpan crossing the river fron east tc west
(Xs 539 932). Warning sihots were fired but the sampan attezpted to
evade and tiec boats camenced firing at the sampan, Although the sam=
pa2 overturned before tiis Vietrnanese sailors reached it, they recovered
the four dead occupants, four knives, and some miscellaneous clothing,
in the afternvon two of the units were returning to Tra Cu when they came
urder rccket and automatic weapons fire (X5 546 925). Although they

returned and suvpressed the fire, ore sailor was wourded and one boat

Enciosure (1,
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took & B=-43 rocket hit that disabled both engines. The stricken vessel
wvas taken in tow by the other units and they clearsd the ares to the
soutn, U. S, PBR's arrived on the scene and placed fire on two Vict’
Cong that were spotted by aircraft, The ambush site was flamed by a U,
8. Zippo boat that was dispatched to the area.

On 10 April PBR's cn routine patrol of the Van Co Dong River ceme
under rocket and automatic weapons attack five miles southeast of Tre
Cu., The cover boat, PBR 96, received two B-40 hits simultanecusly, One
rocket hit the coxswain flat and killed the captain instantly., The
second rooket struck just aft of the coxswain's flat blowing down into
the engine compartment, injuring the entire Loat crew, The boat rean out
of control and beached on ths bank oprosite from the enemy ambusk, The
lead boat, while still under fire, reversed course, retwrned to the bdeeche
ed boat, and removed the wournded personnel but was unable to recover the
boat captain's body because of intense enemy fire. The lead boat cleared
the kill sone to the south to a nedevac position where the wou:;dod vere
dusted off., Additlonal PBR's wers scrarbled from Ira Cu to go to the
assistance of the engaged units. Three FBR's pulled the beached boat
free and towed it back to Tra Cu with Seawolvec providing air cover.
Artillery fire and LIFT strikes vere placed or tle eneny positiona vhen
the friendly forces were clear., Eneny casualties were unimown, vhile
U. 8. casualties were ons killed and five wourded.

At 1910 on 12 April, a routine matrol for reconnaissance of water-

Encioswe 1)

6 CO:FIDE TIAL

D s LR SR

- e

- ——— . o

- -



LI W

LR N N

T

-~

COFIDENTIA

borne anmbush positions, consisting of two F3a's, tvo A3PB's, four ATC's
and ¢ monitor, was attacked by B-40 and automatic wespons fire froz the
west bank of tae upper Vam Co Dong, 11 nmiles northwest of Tra Cu (X7 392
176)., Two AYG's rscaived hits at the woterline and left the scens to
effect temporary repairs, Fire was returned and artillery was called in,
Three ATC's uhich iiad been diverted frox a regular patrol to assist in
placing hernssmont and interdiction fire arrived at tho anbuah site at
2056 and imwediately received enemy fire irou both danmks, Two of these
ATC's received hits causing minor ratcrial darage, Eelo gunahizs vers
scranbled and placed strikes on the enemy positions umtil 2235, Nine
sailors were wounded (one serious, three zinor and five slight) in the
action and enemy casualties were unknown.

During the period 181922H to 150805%, tuo ATG's inserted, supported
and extracted O U. S, Army lilnth Infantry Division troops in the Vam
Co Dong River, 4k niles southeast of the Gen Luc Bricge (XS 655 688),
During the oporaticn the ground truops made contact uith a llert: Vietnarese
Ay force w.dch resultud in five VA kiiled,

On tae evening of 27 April, a PBR patrol sigited a sanpe= with
ei/ht men crossing :he Vam Co Dong River one mile nertk of Bex Lue (X3
603 772). As warning shots were fired tie occupants of the sszpan juup-
ed ln.o the river, Attempts by the patrol fo capture the swirers et
uith o suzcecs waen the suinnmers refused to surrender wiillr 1y, Two

additional PBH's were scrarbled to assist in tie capture operation. As

Exclosure (1)
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the enemy began to reach the river bank they wers takea under fire amd
killed when capture vas inpossible and escape wvas iminent, The patol
did manage to capturs two Viet Cong fron the waters edge and one wounded
Viet Cong ™z the bank, Two of the Viet Cong mace the shore and were
1C neters inland when they were Jired upon and kilisd by the reinforecing
PBi's, At the same tire cre lavymon was wounded Y7 2 boody trap on the
boach as thrce of the crewmen attanpted to tale prisaners, Seawolves were
scrambled to assist in the encourter and put a strios ia the field sur-
rounding the action. U. S. casualties were linitad to the one wounded
man. Eneny casualties wers five killed and thres captured (cne of these
wounded), Oze of the FOW's was & North Vietnamese regular,

Cn the -omming of 2u April, Seawolves 37 ant 3 engaged a target of
o:portunily, corsisting of mmerous sampans, about 7 miles northemst of
boc .Jdos (X5 140 950). T:ey placed strikes on the iarget and received no
return fire. Waile turning ewvay freiz the target sc as to clear the Cambo-
dian border, the wing aircruft, Seawoll' 37, receiral destructive fire and
rediced he ws joing down. The aircraft crashed exZ exploded on centact,
The lead airorsft spotted one crevman of the downed halo attempting to
clear the wreckuge and turned to provide cover anZ zxuaction. At this
point tho lesd helo received {ire that dameged the ail systen and cawsed
a ferced lencl:y about 35 nete 8 from the crash site. 1he crewnen evacuate
ed the alrexurt and set up a cefense perineler. i(-e nan raced to the

burning helio to ald the zan attempting to free himseif, An Ary Slick

£nclosure (1)
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arrived on the scene and made & run in to pick 1 the down personnsl.
Heavy automatic weapons Lire wounded both door gunners of the Slick. As
ths personnel were loaded aboard the Slick, one man from Seawolf 36 was

+ killed by enecy fire after he was seatad in the rescus sireraft. U, 8.

casualties wure four killed, and four wounded, including the Slick door
gunners, Seawolf 38 was observed to be hit by an uninown mortar and
burst into flames from a dire.¢ hit. Both aircraft had gune down just
inside the Casbodian border. '

Rmitine interdiction patrols and floating night arbushes continued
us standard operating procedure for the forc»s involved in Barrier Reef
east and west along the lagrange, Ong lon, You, Tien Canals, Enemy contaot
wa3 in genemal very light throughout the nonth with only four enay
initiated Tire figits heing rocorded. Enexsy casuulties for April wvers
23 killed (12 probebls) .nd one woundei, There w.re tuo structures
and one sa~-an dacaged durlag encounters. llavy ens.iltles were thres
wounded.

On 2 April, TU 194.6.,2 relieved TU 194,6,4 on Barrier Reef West
and USS GARRETT COUNTY with RIVDIV 554 departed the area. From six
through 11 April intensified patrols and night ambusbes wers conducted
in Borrier Reef West in support of 44th Special Tactical Zons operationve
Troop insertions were conducted by TU 194.6,2 on five occasions, ANl
resulted in negative contact. Thers were no mining incidents during

Enclosure (1)
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the month. On two cccasions Barrier Reef West forces came to the assistance
of friendly forces engaged vith the enemy.

TE 194.9.3.1 (PBR's 148 ard 73) units provided s blocking force for
Kien Tuong PRU Temm in contact with an estimated 4O Viet Cong on 18 April,
approximately 4 miles southwest of Ap Bas (XS 100 639). The PRU's
reguested assistance and Semmolves were scrambled and placed a strike on
the ensmy positions. An OV=J0A on visual reconnaissance flight was
divarted to the scene and placed a strike on the enewy forces while the
Seawolves had withdrawn to ream. The Seawolves returned to plase a second
strike on the area. The PRU's were subrequenily extracted by an Army Slick,
Thers were no friendly casialties. Enemy casualties were three killed by
the PRU's and two ld.liod by the OV-10A. This was the first use of coordinsted
air cupport using Seawolves and (W-10A's in this area.

Un 25 Amril a farmer reported to Vie.namese authorities in Tram Chim *lat
100 Viet Cong were moving east about three miles to the southeast (WS 650 760),.
One PBR patrol with an ASPB and an ATC fired into the area. The maval units
were able to see the Viet Crrg in the fields during the attack. During the
attack the Viet Cong retreated soutn into a nearby village. After firing,
one PBR with the ASPB departed the area and theé other two boats assumed
ambush positions along the Dong Tien Canal. These uniis. ohserved a
Vietnamese outpost (WS 668 793) under fire at 0315 on the 26th mid responded
by providing support fire, At this time the boats received small armu and
mortar fire from the north bank of the canal. The other half of the patrol

Enclosure (1)
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arrived on the scene and Jained the firefight. Ouns M3D, two PBR's and
an ASPB were scrambled from Tram Chim and supported the units under fire.
Seawolves were scrambled and placed strikes on both sides of the canal at
the estimated enexy positions. The w"nn was suppressed. One Mavy-
man had been wounded on the ATC and was medevaced by the MSD, Seven
Vietnamese at the outpost were medevaced by PER. Enemy casualties were
unknown. It is believed that the first Viet Cong fired on were enroute
to ambush PBR's when they were surprised and changed their |;hnl, attack-
ing instead the cutpost £ér possible future use as a position for PER ambush,
aftor assuming the bout patrol had left the area. Tue Viet Cong had used
«30 and , 50 caliber machineguns in their attack on the outpost and had
succeeded in cutting the perimeter wire ami entering the compound bsfore
they were driven back,
IRAN HUNG DAQ Compalin
The routine patrols of U. S. and VAN Swift doats, U. S. PBR's and

VNN junks and PON's (French river patrol boats) on the dach Giang
Thanh and Vinh Te Canal were carried out with almost no interruptions
from the enemy. Special SEAL, LDNN and reaction team opsrations had

similar results, PFive enmy initiated fire fights and two fire fights
iniiiated by friendly forces occurred during the month. Friendly
casualties for the month included three VM and one FF killed and thres
VNN, one U, S. SEAL, and one local soldier wounded. Enemy casualties

were unknown.

Enclosure (1)
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Although.the level of enemy activi.y was lower than previcus months,
there were several incidents vhen friendly forces did detect enemy movee
ments. On 2 April VKN reaction troops and local FFts were swesping the
uorth bank of the Vinh Te Canal 5 miles southwest of Chau Doc (WS 065 807)
_when they came under some automatic and rifle grenade fire. The troope
returned the fire and advancad toward the Viet Cong. The chase ended
very quickly as the enmmy fled across the border into Cambodis,

" Shortly after dark on 5 April VAN reaction troop and CIDG forces
sighted four Viet Cong who were attempting to cross the canal (VS 590 633)
in inner tubes. Taking them under fire the friendly troops szue under

B-i41 rockot grensde, small arms, and mortar attack from an unknown number
of Viet Cong on the north bank, VNN junks procesded to the ambush site and
provided gunfire support. Contact was broken off and the troops were
extracted. Later the same evening, the troops wers inserted for a sweep

of the area while Us S. and VNN PCP's provided illumination. The Viet Cong
had fled the area as nothiug was found.

VNN junks and reaction troops had set 3 routine anmbush on the early
morning of 21 A;vil when they received word that the reaction force base
camp southwest of Chau Doc (WS 082 798) was under RPG and mortar attack.
The ambush team moved their position in order to cut off a possible Viet
Cong retreat route and one command Junk commenced firing 8l-ms illumination
rounds. Around 0400 they secured the ambush to search for three missing
VNN troops. All three were later found dead,

Enclosure (1)
12 CONFIUENTIAL

|

g . A o e

-

2

= e e B




CONFIDENTIAL

SEARCH TURN Campalgn

Operations by patrol craft of TU 116,1,3 in the routine patrol area
on thoe Rach Gis-long Xuyen and Rach Sol canals made no contact with enemy
farces during April. Routine patrols by PBi's continued in the shallow '
coastal areas of Rach Oia Bay. MNumerous spucial patrolson escort missions
were carried out on adjoining and interconnecting waterways such as the
Bo The, Tri Ton, Rach Gia~Ha Tien, and Can Gao cansle and Cal Be and Cal
Lon rivers. During thuse operations hostile fire was encountered three
times during the month resulting in three PBR crewmen wounded and minor
danage to two craft. PFiring on four suspected enemy positions aml one
evading sampan the patrol units killed one Viet Cong, destroyed five and
dazaged three structures, and detained a sampan with one femile suspect
and 1,500 pounds of rice, while kesping the waterways open to commerse
ard denying their use to the enemy.

In Kien Glang Province, approximately 18 kilometers north of Rach
Gia (WS O71 246), elements of TU 116.1,3 came under enemy B-4D rocket
and automatic weapons fire of sbout five minutes duration at 22,0 on
1 Aril. Seawolves were scrambled and placed the first of two strikes
a* 23,0, The PBR's exited the firing area at 2350. Three Navymen were
waunded and medevaced as a result of the attack. 7Two PBR's were damaged
but repairable. Enemy casualties were unknown. The area of ths sttack
has been suspscted as a Viet Cong crossing point for the inland supply
route through Kien Giang Province. MNovement of known enemy units and

Enclosure (1)
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the appearance of an anknown unit of an approximate 80-man strength indicates
that a load of supplies was due to be moved along the route. PBER patrol
tactics may have interrupted an enemy crossing attespt.

Just before midnight om 14 April, a PBR patrol on the Cal Lon River,
20 miles southeast of Rach Gia (WR 197 770), sighted a sampan with two
occupants. When the sampan was hailed, one occupsant jumped over the
side and swam toward the beach. He was taken under fire and probably
killed. The remsining occupant was taken into custody along with the
sanpan which contained 1500 pounds of rice. There were no U. &
casualties,

MARKET TIME Radder Camoslgn

Enemy base areas and fortifications along the navigable waterways
open to coastal waters along IV Corps werse hit frequently by the combined
sea, ground and air punch of the Swift boat river incursion ' operations,
Operations on rivers such as the Bay Ha}, Cua lon and Bo De continued on
an almost daily basis and included several night patrols employing rdght
ampush tactics. Enemy opposition was generally light with hostils fire
being suppressed without friendly casualties in all but thres of 18
incidents. Including one river . ncursion and troop sunport mission carried
out by the Ham Luong and Co Chien River patrols, two by Third Coastal Zone
WPB's and one river probe in the Pirst Coastal Zone (in addition to SEA
TIGER operations), a total of 49 special river operstions were carried out

during April.

Enclosurs (1)
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One of three series of Swift boat river incursions (mission number 422)
in support of Opsration SILVER MACE II in southern Ca Mau Peninsula from

-,

ot angdnadilh

12 through 15 April employed as many as 13 craft at one time and encountered

the strongest enemy opposition. In one encountor one Swift boat was
destroyed, four dsmaged, three crewmen killed, and another 33 wounded.

‘ (This action is discuseed in the S8ILVid MACE II Campaign section,) MARKET
] TIME Raider mission number 416 on the Song Bay Hap on 9 and 10 April and
mission number 424 on the Song Cua Lon and adjoining watervays on 17 and

= ] 18 April also were conducted in support of SILVER MACE 1I,

Additional friendly casualties included six craft damaged and three
h crewnen wounded by hostile fire. Supporting aircraft came under fire eight
! times with one helicopter receiving minor electrical damage from anautomutie
[ weapons hit. Troops embarked in the Swift boats or supported during sweep

operations lost three killed and 16 wounded during the river incursions.
Enemy damage and casualties were substantially higher as naval gunfire
and ground forces combined to clear the area south of the Cua lon River

s a - b eh e i o —_—

of saversl enemy held villages. During April naval gunfire by Swift boats

- ——————— — o r—

and off shore support units killed 55 Viet Cong (12 body count plus

PURPURIUUP

43 estimated) and wounded 10. A total of 582 craft were destroyed or

Cab e A s AN e R g o

heavily damaged and another 1,397 structures or bunkers wers destroyed
and damaged. ;

. v

e < e

On the afternoon of the 4th, PCP's 56, 57, 95 and 102 made a two-hour

Nr M e wmw e A s =

i —p—

‘ R transit of the Kinh Quan Chanh Bo and six comecting canals and rivers

$
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fron the lower Bagsac to the South China Sea through the Long Toan {
Secret Zone. Entering the cansl 40 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR K12 627)
the four craft took targets of opportunity under fire s they moved
along the Kinh Quan Chanh Bo, Kinh Lang Sec, Rsch lang Sac, Rach An,
Rach Saw, Song Lang Chixm, and Song lang oc. B,y the time they reached
the open sea 70 miles south of Saigon (XR 730 720) the river prode
accounted for 11 sampans and 7 bunkers -iustroysd and one structure

" danageds

/ On the morning of 9 April PCP's 21, 23, 31, 93 and 103 entered the
Song Ong Doc (VQ 7998) with Mobile Strike Force (MSPF) troops embarked.
As they proceeded up river light smll ams fire was received from the

river bank. At a point seven miles up river (VR $08 005) the force
cane under small ams, sutomatic weapons, and recoilless rifle fire.

One recoilless rifle round hit PCF J1 but failed to detonate cansing

only a small hole at the waterline, After supprussing the enexy fire
and clearing the area PCF 31 was escorted back to ses by two additional

F Swift boats sent up rivers Strikes by an Army LHFT and naval gunfire

b from USCGC MENDOTA (WHEC 69) were placed on the enemy position. More

small arms was encountered by the PCP's still on the river and the

LHPFT without friendly casualties. After leaving the river to ream
the Swift houts procesded $ miles up river (VR 888 002) and put the
MSF ashore on the south bank in mid-afternoon. Following the departure
of these units from the river at the completiom of the ground sweep,

Enclosure (1)
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PCP's 22, 67, and 94 entered the river to establish night blocking pstrols,

.\

The purpose of the operstion was to intercept Vi:t Cong which might attempt
to head north across the river as they evaded the forces of SILVMR MACE IL
operating to the south. Early on the 10th PCF's 3!, 38, 43, and 71 took
over the continuing blocking patrol. At a point adout 6 miles up river PCF
71 received minor damage from a recoilless rifle hit :rd ore MSF was wounded.
Other than light small arms fire the patrols continued without incident
until teminaticn that evening. In addition to suppressing hostile fire the
Swift boats, MSF, LHFT, and fixed wing aircraft took targe's of opportunity
; under fire in what lo~al suthorities had declared a to’ally restricted sone
along the river, Results included 17 structures and nine s..npans destroyed,
15 structures and 2 sampans camaged, and one Viet Cong estinm:i »g killed

. in action,

On 10 April thres PCF's supported by a 1HFT made the deepest penstytion
to date of the Song My Thanh proceeding inland to within a few miles of

Bac Lieu (WR 8328). Shortly after PCF's 35, Si, and 96 entered the river
L8 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 3141) the IHFT encountered anti-aireraft

b et S S e o S

fire from enemy positions south of the river. USCGC PUINT GREY was standing
by off shore and quickly suppressed the hostile fire with her mortar and
machine guns. No other contact was made during the transit which disclosed

several ARVN troops and Vietnamese flags along the pacified sections of the

— YTV Y N o,

——

waterway. Taking targets of opportunity under fire which were sighted from

-

the riveror by a spotter aircraft overhead in prearranged free fire zone the

Enclosure (1)

—~ Ty
ar————
L ] L]

: 17 CONPLLENTIAL
A H

— —r—r— v Y
e e e ~

Y




---------------

/

!

CONPIDENTIAL

following results wers recorded: 32 sampans and 18 structures destroyed,
6 cempans and 91 structures damaged, and 5 Viet Cong killed (2 body count
plus 3 probable).

SILVER MACE 11 Campalign
An extensive and coordinated SEA LORDS strike operation of limited

! duration took place from 7-18 April as U. S. Navy and Vietnamese Navy

and Marine Corps forces combined to invade deep into the Viet Cong san-
tuary in the Nam Can Forest area of the Ca Mau Peninsuls at the southem
tip of Vietnam, Under the tactical command of CTG 194.7, participsting
forces included 29 river assault craft of River Assault Squadron (RAS) 13,
three battalions of Vietnamese Marines (about 2400 troops), 25 Vietnamese
River Assault Group boats, 13 PCP's of T0 194.5, and various gunfire and
logistical support units such as USS CARRONADE (I¥S.l), CROCKETT (PG-88),
MERCER (ABP~39), WESTCHESTER COUNTY (LST ~1169), HAMPSHIRE CUUNTY (LST-819),
SATYR (ARL~23), KRISHNA (ARL-38), Navy Seawolf helicopters, SEAL and BOD
teans, and a substantial force of Vietnsmese supply vessels. A U. S. Amy
surgical team and medevac helo were aboard MERCER to render medical
assistance,

Units rendeavoused in the Gulf of Thailand off the western mouth of the
Cua Lon River and on the opposite side of the peninsula in the South China
Sea east of the Bo De River in preparation for scheduled beach assault
landings on 7 April. After airstrikes and Naval beach preparation fire,
riverine assault landings commenced as the 4th Battalion VNMC went ashore

Enclosurs (1)
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in the vicinity of Nam Can or vne Song Cua Lon (VQ 986 667) and 6tn
Battalion. VNMC troops were landed near Tan An on the Song Lo De -

(WQ 215 684). All landings were unopposed and without incident. The
first enemy initiated incident of the campaign occurred at 1050 on the
Tth on the Song Dam Noi (WQ 263 830) when a coomand detonated mine *
exploded 30 fest astern of one of four PCP's escorting a Vielnamese
re-supply force from Ca Mmy to the opersting area. No personnel or
material casualties were sustained, The same task element later received
heavy automatic weapons fire further downstream (WQ 270 785) at 1130.

One MSP troop aboard a PCP was slightly wounded but no material damage {
was sustained as the boats continued toward the AQ. ‘
The only significant enemy ground contact of the campaign ocourred on 8

Aprid as 4th Battalion VIMC troops established contact twice, first with a

Viet Cong squad in the morning; and at 1355 when heavy contact was gaim.d
with an estimated platoon sig. element near the south beach of the Song Cua
Lon 3 miles east of Man Can (WQ OLO 674). A LHPT and fixed wing aircraft
placed a strike consisting of bombs, napalm, and strafing fire on the eneny
position at 1900 with unknown results,

Reconnaissance in force cperationscontinned as over 60 assault landings
(6 by PCF) were made throughout the area of operations during the campaign.
PFurther enemy contact was very light as VNMC troops swept the axes discovering
substantial weapons caches, destroying Viet Cong bunkers and structures
and detaining suspicious persons, RAC operations included HasE (Riverine
Assault Reconnaissance Element) Eagle Float, FSYOPS, and blocking

Bnclosure (1)
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force actions as they supported units of the lst, 4th, and 6th battalions
of the VNHC (The 6th Battalions VNMC was replaced by the lst Battaliom
on 12 April.). PCP's conducted gunfire support, river raid, and troop
1ife activity throughout the campaign. Wide areas along the Rachs Ong
Quyen, Ba Tnank, Cai Chon, Duong Keo, Cai Nhap and the Songs Beo De,
Dan ¥oi and along the Qua Lon and navigable streams in the southeast
Cau Mau area were searched out by the U.S./Vietnamese Navy and VIMC
teans.

Eight PCP's, with 6th Battelion VNMC troops embarked, sailed the Duong
Keo River during late afternoon on 12 April for swesp operations in the
day's objective area. At 1734, a large scale enemy initiated firefight
by an estimated two Viet Cong companies was unleashed as tho PCP's 4n
column formation reached a position 4 miles upstream from the river mouth
(vQ 046 Skh). Detonation of two claymore mines from the northwest bank
was immediately followed by intensive B-40 rocket, recoilless rifle (R/R),
«30 and .50 caliber machine-gun, rifle-grenade and small-ams fire, PCP
43 vas hit by R/R and B-40 rounds which disabled her steering gear and
fatally wounded the boat skipper, LTJG D. G. DROZ, The boat beached at
high speed in the center of the ambush site, as B-40 rockets contimued
to smash into her. Uninjured crewmen and UDT personnel abosrd set up &
haaty perimeter around the boat as PCF!s 5 and 31 returned alongside te
assist the stricken PCF 43, at the same time maintaining a heavy volume
of fire. Seawolves reacted in five minutes and placed heavy machine gun

Enclosure (1)
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: fire into the area. Enemy fire was suppressed, All personnel were removed

‘ from PCP 3 and PCF's 5 and 31 cleared the area. ILater, a fire in PCF 43
reached WT ammunition stores on board and created an explosion which
destroyed the craft. Final resulte of the disaster were thres U. S. Navy
personnel killed and 33 wounded and two Vietnamese Marines killed and 13
wounded, One PCF (43) was destroyed, two others were badly damaged, and
two others received moderate danage. Enecty losses were 18 Viet Cong killed
(2 body count and 16 estimated),

During an overflight of the opsrations area in a light observation helo
at 0845 on 16 April, the Commander of TG 194.7 spotted enemy personnel
setting up a probable ambush on the Song Cua lon (WQ 198 715). RAC units
transiting the area at the time were halted and VNNC artillery was cailed in
on the site, causing two secondary explosionus. RAC then landed one company
of the 6th Rattalion VNMC on the site at 0952 but no contact was gained.

A potential ambush of the RAC was thus" averted.
Operations concluded on 18 April as all units departed the area,

e oAk s & o

Demonstrated again was the capability of riverino forces to conduct convens
tional anphibious operations in conjunction with riverine operations in a
remote area with : mininmum of outside logistical support. Results of the

operation showed 38 Viet Cong killed (21 body count and 17 prodable) and
! 47 sampans and 209 structures destroyed. In excess of 4,400 assorted
' rounds types of enemy ammu-ition, and over 380 enemy weapons, were captured,

3' Seven hostile fire incidents were encountered in the campaign, including an

3 Enclosure (1)
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ENIPF on the Song Cai Tu in Chuong Thien Province on 22 April as RAC
were enroute to the MRB after completion of the SILVER MACE IX Campaige
(Six USN were wounded in this encounter.).
Operation SEA LORDS Compaign in Enewy Base Ares L8O

CTG 194.7, with 20 RAC of River Assault Squsdron 15 and the &th Bate
talion Vietnamese Marine Corps, commenced an opsration SEA LURDS riverine
asssult and interdiction operation in the Twin rivers ares (enemy base
area L80) of Chuong Thien Province on 25 April. As in previcus operations
in this area, the mission was assigned to interdict enemy forces using
the area as a 'ct.aging and support base for the condust of offensive

operati/ms in adjoining provinces.

The RAC/VNMC combination conducted unopposed landings along the Rech Nga
Ba Dinh (WR 318 618) to begin.-the campeign. GOround contact with the enemy
was insignificant as assault operations spread to areas along the Song Cal
Tu, Rach Cai Lon and Kinh Xang Cut.

Confrontation with the enemy were not absent, however, as four enemy
initiated firefights took place in April, ASFB-132-3 was sunk by a water-
mine explosion beneath its stern on 29 April on the Song Cai Tu 10 miles
southwest of Vu Thanh, Another ASPB uas lightly denmaged as the . ..

RAC transited in company with Vietnumese RAG 25 units, Une sailor was
killed, one declared missing and 10 wounded in the mine blast.

As the operation continued into May enemy casualties included seven
Viet Cong killed (6 body count plus 1 probable) and 12 captured.

Enclosure (1)
22 CONF1DENTIAL



~ - - - = = = « =/ =Z|: & ¥ W e =rs ¥ ¥ W SUN //TR}1 F /L= P = Y. v F wiw W y'w "

ooy e s o - 4w B m—a  Elon o oe

.- —— ——

P RIY VPP SIEP Y

-

e ———— et st o

CONFIDENTIAL

OPERATION SEA LORDS STATISTICAL STMMARY BY CAMPAION
T

GIANT SLINOSHOT  BARRIER REEF TRAN HING DAO

Enemy casvalties: .
a. Killed 177(BC)+117(EST) 11(BC)+12(EST) 1(zst)
b, Wounded .9 1 0
¢, Captured N
USN casualties:
a. Killad 6 USN &
b, Wounded 69 USN &
0
0

-©

Co cm
b, m"h‘
Eneny materiai lossest
a. Destroyed:
(1) &mnks or
sarpans 19 0
(?) Structures oL 0
b, Captured:
(13 Junks: or
eampans 12 0
(2) Weapons 88 1
(3) Amvmition
(rounds) » 1(Mine)
(4) Rice (tons) ] 0

(=X =]

(8k0)

PN O

~
XY VR
o

']
(2) Structures 1
USN material losses:
a. Destroyeds
(1) Surface craft 0
(2) Helicopters 2
b, Damaged
(1) Surface craft 29
(2) Helicopters 1
Hostile fire incidents 103

NOTE: * Tnfarmation not available

00 OO0
w00 ©0O0
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] ' OPERATION SEA LORDS STATISTICAL SUMMARY BY CAMPAION (CONTST 7))
- MARKET ;
SEARCH TUN TIME RAIDER® SILVER MACE IIW* ;
Eneryy casualtiess s
a. Killed S (BST)  12(BC)!l3(EST)  21(BC)ea7(EST) |
b. Wounded 10 10 0 ]
¢, Captured 0 0 3 !
US! casualtiess on on !
" & Killed 0 3 UM &3 MG 3 USH(PCP)/K MAC (PCP)
b, Wounded 3 36 BN & 16 )SF/ 110 u3i(43 on ygpcg
e 36 MINC(13 on PCP)
¢s Captured 0 0 0
d, Missing 0 o 0
Enery material lossess !
a. Destroyods '
{1) Junks er
sampans s42 LY
(2) Struotures 0 193 209
i b, Captureds '
; (1) Junks or
! sanpans ] o 3
' £23 Weapons 0 0 382
! 3) Ammmnition
? (rounds) 0 e W26 ;
; () Rice (tons) o 3.6 3
: ¢. Damaged: i
; (1) Junks or !
! sampans 0 4o S '
¢ (2) Strycturos 0 60l 2 i
; SN material lossess i
: a, Destroyed !
i (1) Surface craft O 1 1(rcr) i
| (2) Felicopters O (] 0 »
; b. Damageds !
| (1) Surface craft 2 0 1 !
g i (2) Helicopters 0 1 1 i
5 | lostile fire incidents & 18 8 ;
o |
F{-‘ i NCTE: # Includes operatiocms supporting SILVER MACE II
b . ##  Includes PCF MARKET TDE Raider operatims
[ ! s#+  Informatim not avalable .
Loy Enclosurs (2)
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. COASTAL SURVELLLANCE
' April 1

Detections of junks and sampans by MARKET TIME surveillsnce units

incressed again in April ss weather and sea conditions continued to
improve in the coastal waters of South Vietnam, The total of 49,258
detections in april represents a 13 percent rise in coastal activity
over March. Patrol effectiveness improved significsntly &s the pere
centage of detected craft which were checked by inspwction or boarding
rose from 63 percent in March to 73 percent in April. A total of
26,084 inspections and 10,088 boardings of junks and sampans resulted
in the detention of 960 persons, including 54 Viet Cong suspects. In
t sddition, Swift boat patrols on the Vaz Co River supporting Operstion
GIANT SLINGSHOT until 7 Anril and in the.normal GAME WARDEN river
patrol arvas of the lower Ham Luong and Co Chien rivers detected
9,075 craft, inspected 2,622 and boarded 4,905, Steel hull detections ’ !
in MARKET TIME patrol areas came to 1,144 with no suspicious activity
disclosed by 838 inspections and 61 boardings.

Other routine river patrol operations continued on the Rach Giang :
Thanh as part of Operation TRAN HUNG DAO and in the Pirst Coastal
Zone on the Cua Dai River. The latter river patrol campaign, extending
8 miles into an area hadboring strong enemy units, was given the code }

W . Ao -

P

name Operation SEA TIGER in April. During the month sctivity on the

.

. Cua Dai River increased sharply with the two boat pstrols carrying .

h {

" |
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ot 78 gunfire support u-m; including 16 instances of hostile fire
suppression; two wading sampans were taken under fire, and una ground
operations along s river were supported. In addition to receiving
rocket and automstic weapons fire 15 times, the SEA TIGER patrols en-
countered two enenmy water mine sttacks, However, friendly casualties
were less than in March with four crewmen wounded and three Swift boats
receiving moderate damage. BEway material losses were up reflecting

the increase in §8A TIGER naval gunfire. 4 teial of A8 Junks and sampans
and 3 structures were destroyed and three eraft and 34 structures received
heavy damage. In addition, Swift bost mortar and gunfive killed at lesst
10 Viet fong (1 body count plus 9 probable).

Raval gunfire suppart missions carried out during normsl MARKAT TIME
potrols during April totalef A52. This includes 20 cases of hostile
fire suppression and six evading craft taken under fire. NARKET TINB
patrols also provided blocking patrols or inserted troops along the
coast in direct support of 10 ground operetions. Material losses
inflicted on the enemy totaled 79 junks or sampans and L basket boats
destroyed and another 37 eraft demaged. In addition a total of 151
structures were destroyed and ancther 198 heavily damaged. IEnewmy
casualties came to 38 killed (17 body count plus 21 prodable) and 26
wounded, There were no friendly casualties or materisl losses due to
enmy action in normel NMARXET TINE cperstions. As in previous mouthe
since the beginning of Operation SRA LORDS the river incureions by

Enclosure (3)
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*3i.0€ boats contimmd to score heavily sgainst eneny units along the
rivers sxd canals of IV Corpe.

During April SEaL units attached to TF 115 carried out 12 spscial
operations ia the codstal area, Hostile fire was encountered once with
no frienily losses. During these opsretions five Viet Cong were killed
and one wouncded by the SRils, In addition, one structure was destroyed
and two sanpans were damaged. |

On the evening of 7 April USCOC POINT PATRIDGE was on patrol in the
mouth of the Nam luong River when six people were sighted in s clearing
on the south bank (XR 764 900). They were taken under fire from a renge
of 5,000 yards with sector spproval and confirmation that no friendly
units were in the area, Expending 11 rounds of mortar fire ‘t_,.hc cutter
coversd the target area well and observed two enexy killed and the other
four were estimated to have been either killed or wounded.

While on routine S:A TIGaK pstrol on 13 April PCF's 61 snd 0
receival small ayms fire from a point 3 miles up the north channel of
the Cua Dai River. The hostile fire was returned with mortar and machine
gun fire and sampans and atyuctures in the area were also taken under
fire. The Swift boats destroyea four hootches, three bunkers, and four
sanpans wvhile damaging five hootches and six bunkers. There were no
friendly casmlties.

On 15 April USCGC MENDUTA (WHEC 61) engaged enemy troops, bunkers
and structures along the Song Ung Doc (¥ 868 987) with the aid of an
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Army spotter aircreft. Expending 139 rounds from her five-inch gun the
cutter destroyed nine structures and four bunkers, damsged another
four structures and two sampans, ignited a large secondary fire, snd
killed eight Viet Cong (3 by body count and 5 estimsted). During the
mission & nesrby Junk apparently inte~preted the cuttor'l’ gunfire as a
signal to come along side for boapdic ; because it closed the cutter
twice only to be turned away by .50 caliber rounds fired scross its
bow. After the second pass the junk master put away the registration
papers he had been holding up and left the area, possibly slightly
confused,

On the afternoon of the 19th PCF's 24 and 79 on SEA TIGER patrols
were headed east about 2 miles from the river mouth (BT 186 545) when
they came undo;- rocket and automatic weapons fire from the shore about
30 yards away., One 82-mm recoilless rifle round penetrated the engine
compartmont of PCF 79 causing minor damage and both craft were hit by
nuoerous small caliber rounds. Three Navymen suffered minor wounds
and one Viet Cong was killed by the return fire from the patrol creft,

On the evening of 22 April USCGC POINT MARONE fired on enemy
structures and personnel 2 miles southwest of Bac Lieu (WR 498 005)
with good effect. Expending 59 mortar rounds and 500 rounds of .50
caliber the cutter started three large fires, destroyed two structures,
damaged one bunker and two structures, killed an estimated two Viet
Cong and probably wounded three others,
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On the night of li=15 April SEAls ;ON inserted at the tip of the
) Ca Msu Peninsula (VG 696 507} in order to capture & man from a village
at VQ 699506 aid patrolled for several hours without finding signs of
] habitation, Early om the morning of the 15th the tean fired on two
. sampans after the occupants sighted the SEALs probing further dowm
the cosst. The two sampans wers damaged and all five cccupants were
killed.

- e r—
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BIVER P PORCE
. April 1
GAME WARDEN forces continued operdtions throughout the Meskong Delts
i and the Rung Sat Special Zone. In addition to their major task of

L g e

population and resources control along the major watvrways, FER's pare

1 ticipated in x;ax:dom canal incursions, MEDCAPs, and psychological warfare

: operations. Units of the forces were also involved in specisal interdiction
campaigns including GIANT SLINGSHOT, BARRILR REEF, TRAN HUNG DAO and

' Rach Gia. At the end of the month 70 PBR's were assigned to support TP 194
operations. The remaining 144 boats assigned to TPF 115 supported normal
GAME WARDEN operations and those portions of the interdiction campaigns
that came under the operational control of CTP 116, These expanded

' operations, which necessitated the relocation of some patrol craft from
the major Delta waterways, brought about a re-aligment of forces .whinh

‘ occurred on 20 April. The new structure was as follows: 70 116.1 = lower
;‘ Bassa¢ Patrol Group; TG 114,3 = Central Delta Patrol Group; TG 116.5 -
Upper Delta Patrol Group; asd TG 116.9 - RSSZ Patrol Group. Examples of
i the employment of the assigned task groupe are given 'b.e.lbv.
} Task Group 116.1 conduct.e? evaluation and indoctrination of RUDD
(Remote Underwater Dstection Device) in the Bassac River, quick reactiom

: é operations,as contingencies arcse, utiliszing Kinh Phong Regional Forces,
l interdiction patrols and support of Kien Giang Province operations in the
Rach Gia area, intensive evaluation of STAB (Strike Assault Bosts)
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3

using these recently delivered 1SSC's (Light SEAL Support Craft) on patrols
of restricted Bassac tributaries, support of sector sweeps, and intensified
patrols of the Can Tho crossing to provide better coverage of this critical
ares, “

Task Group 116,3 units supported U. S. Minth Infantry Division IRRP
(fong Range Reconnaissance Patrols) operations in interdicting suspected
commo~1lidison routes and in establishing antieinfiltration positions along
the My Tho River, supported random PBR/PRU operations utilizing Ben Tre
PRU organisation reacting to tactical intelligence, and joined with the
National Maritime Police for a combined blockade of Thoi Son Island from
0600-1700 on 28 April.

Task Group.116,5 units conducted joint USHN/VNN operations in the Upper
Mekong/Bassac region concentrating on infiltration interdiction from Base
Area 704 (located in Cambodia in the region where the Mekong crosses the
border), conducted border patrol operations with two PER's on station
continuously in ths vicinity of Tan Chau District of Chau Duc Province
to prevent inadvertent border crossings by U. 3. personnel and creft, and
on 28 April commenced a five day incursion/patrol of Tri Ton Canal for the
purpose of interdicting crossir_xgu , monitoring waterborne traffic and
training USN and ACTOV personnel in live firing FER ambush tactics,

Task Group 116,7 .(disestablished on 20 April) units provided night
cover patrol for a dredge located near Vinh Long (XS 042 342), conducted
support operations with the U, S. Ninth Division, and employed RUDD on

Enclosure (4)
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night ambushes acroes known Viet Cong infiltrstion routes from Base Ares
470 (located in Dinh Tuong Province). "

Task Group 116,9 units provided support .for PRU, SEAL, and RF company
operstions and cortimued to conduct USN/VIN operstions to ensure safe
paasage of free world shipping in the long Tau Channel to Saigon.

On 19 April Light Attack Squadron FOUR (VAL-4) became operational,
Utilising OI-IOA'U; the squadron consists of two detachments of five
aircraft each, positicned st Vung Tau (T8 194.9.8.2) in support of GIANT
SLINGSHOT operstions and Binh Thuy (TU 116.8) supporting GAME WAKDEN
operations. Commanding Officer VAL-4 assumed the de-ignator CIG 116.4.

_ These 10 airoraft were suppleneitedity. a adintensrc. ;21 of "four ddroraft

at Binh Thuy.

On 9 April, the Navy Unit Commendation was awerded to USS GARRETT
COUNTY (LST 786), USS RARNETT COUNTY (LST 821), USS HUNTERDON COUNTY
(LST 838), and USS JENNINGS COUNTY (IST 846) for their meritorious
service from 10 Noveber 1966 to 30 January 1968 and from 1 March 1968
to 30 September 1968 while serving as Nobile Support Bases for GAME
WARUEN forces.

PBR's accounted for over 2,500 two-boat patrols during April.
Detections, inspections, and boardings increased appreciably over last
month's totals standing at 227,306, 50,5682 and 70,838 respectively.

The UH~1B and OV=10A aircraft assigned to GAME WARDEN forces accumulated
310 hours in pre-planned strikes, 53 hours in reaction strikes, 208 hours

Enclosure (4)
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on targets of opportunity and 183 hours on support strikes for a total
of 754 hours of combat.

Two PBR's escorting YLIC-5 on the afternoon of 1 April came under
mortar and automtic wespons fire 13 miles southwest of My Tho (XS 300 383).
The units immedistely returned 1'1!"0 and were joined by two Seawolves who
had been on & routine patrol, After repeated coordinated firing runs by
the FBR's and Seawlves the snemy fire was suppressed. Troops from Hm
Long Sub Sector who were operating in the area subsequently conducted a
sweep through the mabush area and found that seven Viet Cong had beem
killed in the fire fight, There were no friendly casualties.

Seawolves on & routine My Tho pstrol in the early evening of 8 April
received clearance to place strikes on an estimated platoon of Viet Cong
located 8 miles west of Truc Giang (XS 378 323). Moderate to heavy ssall
arns fire was received from the area during the strikes. One secondary
explosion resulted from a Seawolf ,50 caliber hit. Enemy casuslties
were estimated as 10 Viet Cong probably killed and an additional four
wounded, There wers no U. S. casualties.

Just before 1800 on 9 April, PBR's 756 and 842 came under enemy fire
while transiting the Dong Tran Canal, 153 miles southeast of Saigon
(YS 092 740). Both boats were operating at top speed and were on opposite
sides of the canal when four B-4O rockets were fired at them from the morth
bank. Only the second rocket scored a hit when it penetrated the gun tud
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and killed the forward gunner on PER 756 which had been treveling along the
north bank, PBR 842 moved from the south bank to the sneay firing position
and reconned the area. At this point 842 came under automatic weapons fire !
from both banks and received damage. As & Navy LHFT was being scrambled to
their assistance, the two PBR's reversed course and ud? another firing run

through the Viet Cong positions. Additionsl PER's thenm arrived on the

scene to sscort the damaged boats back to Nha Be. The LHFT, after placing
strikes in the area, remained to provide cover for a planned insertion of
PRU's, The PRU insertion was cancelled, however, dus to approaching darke
ness and the lack of & safé laiding sone. The IHFT then placed an additional
strike on the siemy positions. Oncs all units wers clear of the ares, Arwy

. e o Soamt e

artillery commerced to saturate the probable emxy positions. After the
barrage, a VNN LSSL fired 3-inch H and I fire into the suspected positions
for almost an hour. FEnemy casualties were unknown, Friendly casualtiee
were one USN killed and three wounded; one VNN riding in the PBRis was also
wounded,

late on the morning of 2 April, OV-10A'a of TU 115.4.8 placed a strike
on a target~of-opportunity enemy position approximately 7 miles southeast
of Sa Dec, During the attack no enemy fire was received and there were
no U. S. casualties, Enemy casualties were listed as two Viet Cong probably
killed and six wounded, [Enemy material casualties were six structures
and seven bunkers destroyed and three structures damaged.

PBR's on patrol in the RSSZ, 21 miles southeast of Saigon (IS 27 715),

Enclosure (4)
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cbserved A sampen with three oocupants at 2100 om 25 April.. The sempem
attempted to evade after warning shots had bemn Z2ired and was taken undey
fire, Ons of the Viet Cong were killed snd the other two captured. The
sanpan was subsequently destroyed and ?uom-l.‘luphmd. There were ne
U. 8. casualties, c

During April the mumber of "SWift™ boats an patrol of the lower
Hxa ﬁou and Co Chhn rivers was increased tu-tno to three in order
to provide bottor oonngo of these huvny tnnl.d m.wo At
the boginning of tho -onth the PCP patrol on thc Soi. Rap was shlﬁd
to t.ho Vaa Co until thq 7th when this ares wes takoa onr by Pm'u.
Swift boats on r.l.nr putroh in norul GAME Hm u-m detected 9,075 =
eratt, of vhich 2,622 were inspacte and 4,905 were boirded. Vhile
operating on the rlnn tho PCF's carried out 58 mn.tiro support missions
and pnrtidpatod $n 15 ground operations by treveling up adjoining canals
and rivers to insert, lupport, o aid extract troops. Included in the naval
gunfire missions are three euu of hostile fire suppression. No friendly
losses resulted from these encounters. Enemy losses to the Swift boat
operations totaled three killed (body eoun_t), two wournded, 15 craft destroyed
and one captured, m‘ltmc_t,mo doat;'oyod. and 25 structures damaged.

On the night of the éth,.PCP 54 carried out harassment and interdiction
fire on a suspected Vigt Cong ;o_mmuuon_ 18 miles yp the Ham Luong River.

Firing 30 rounds from her 8l-wm mortar the Sudft boat killed one and wounded

two Viet Cong,.
Eaclosure (4)
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On 28 April Co Chien River patrol units participated in & sweep by
the 246th RF Company along the Xhen Thuyen River. The troops were
picked up by PCP's 56, 57 and 95 at Ap Thuan An (XR 656 959) and taken
sbout 4 miles up the Khen Thuyen to XH 77492k During preparation
fire on the landing ares and while engaging targets of opportunity
upon leaving the river the three Swifts destroyed 12 structures/bunkers,
damaged another 38, destroyed eight sampans, and damaged one: other sampan.

SEAL Operstions

On 1 April, five SBALs and 10 PRU's were inserted by ssapan & miles
northeast of Sa Dec (WS 901 389) on a reconnaissance mission. Proceeding
300 meters up a canal they captured one Viet Cong and one Viet Cong suspect.
Leaving three PRU's to guard the prisoners the rémainder of the group cone
tinued on up the canal where they began a house search. While taking two
captives from one house they observed a man evading into a cansl. He was
taken under fire. The SEALs then came under small arms and automatic
weapons fire from both banks of the canal and the treeline. In the ensuing
firefight, three Viet Cong in one of the hounes were killed. Seawolves
were scrambled and the SEALs broke contact and proceeded down the canal for

extraction by ICPL. The Seawolves then placed a strike on the enemy positions.

There were no friendly casualties. Enemy casualties were four Viet Cong
killed with an additional three listed as probably killed, three captured and
one suspect detained,

PBR's inserted a SEAL team 16 miles south of Saigon (XS 876 619) on

Enclosure (4)
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the night of 22 Aprfil. s 'the SEALS patrolled inland, thres Viet Cong
vith weapons were cbserved moving northeast past the rear of the SEAL
position. The Viet Cong spotted the SEAL rear security and evaded inte
8 treeline where four additional Viet Cong were observed. The SEAls
then moved south where they came under enemy fire from the northeast and
morthwest., As they cortimued to move south under fire, additional eneay
fire wvas received from the southeast. RS3% lm.m requested to scremble
a Slick for extrection, A Nav§ LHFF iras also dérambled and placed striked
around the SEAL perinetéF. Keting diPiressed the eneuy fire, the LEFY
provided od¥er for the SEALS as thiy moved to the PBR Fendesvous ,ou"
vhere they were safely efiacted. The sdaitional ksssts seat by RSSZ 700
aszisted in plecing N and T fire into the suspected enmiy positiens. Theré
whie g friendly Easualties: Knwy cesualties were two killed Bj the SEAls
and thres probably hilled by the LT,

Oa thé evening of 23 April; SEAle; PEU's and two LDNN'S Were inserted
by truck, 13 miles northweat of My Tho. They movid northeast ant eet o
security position at & house nvar a primary PRU objective. At 0315; thby
received heavy emall arms fire from the area west of the house. They
returned and mpbreasgd the enexy #ire. One SEAL received slight shrepnel
wounds and & MECTTAS was ordefed, The gioup patrolled uouth under coved of
gunships and the dust off was completed. Friendly cssuslfles were oé Nevys
man vounded, one PRU killed dnd two PRU's wounded. Six Viet Cong were
killed in the aoounter.
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i team of Sidlg with tuo kol Chanhs, reacting to intellijence provided
by the S0i Cnanns, departed Can Tiio late on the afterncon of 23 April,

At th.ir “irst stoy the Stils waited at a hootch (WR 823 954) while the

fict Chanhs walked on to a market to piok up two females who wers suprosedly
Viet Cong lledics. At 1800 the Lol Chanhs returned with the suspects and the
entirs group roved by truck to Cal Tac Village Police Station (WR796 977).
From liere the Eoi Chanhs set out for their second target where they obaserved
tvo maics in a hooteh and a third man moving 105-mz artillery rounds to

a cache site, They took the third man under fire and killed hin and
received fire from the hootch., Tue Hoi Chanhs withdrew taking four 105-wm

e et e =

rounss with thens A third target had to be aboricd when it was learned
tazt friendly operations wers being conduct.d in the area. The group
re-ained ovurnight at the police station and the next ro , at 0730,

tas Hoi Chauhs sot out for the Cai Tac rarket in search of thres VGI
rexbers, At 0830 thoy retwrned with the three susyp uts, The original two
cetairees from the first stop were released when it was decided thlt they
rad been set up far capiurs after havirg wronged the Viet Cong, The re-
rairing detainees and the captured rounds ware subsequently taken to Can {
Tuo. There were no friendly casunltics,
duri:g the nonth, there was a dramatic decrease ’n the number of attacks

on allicé nerchant vessels on tie Long Thu, Only four such ircidents
oscurrod througaout the month, Three of these, 5 April against S 3UCYRUS

° Vao.Cill, 15 April against the Vietnanese rerchant ship Piil QUOC, and 29

. Enclosure (4)
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arrdd agelust 88 PuSIDENT PLACS missed tieir targets, The Usiis
FEBkUS was hit on 27 April but only ninor material damage resultec,
In all instarces there was L..oGiate allied response to the attacks
vhich wvas hat:n;»:cntal in su::russing additional fire,
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Nuval units of the Mobile Riverine Force participated in opsrations

+hich were characteristically diversified as to type of mission and area
of enploynent during April. Reconnaissance in force, search and destroy,
patrol, ambush, troop lift, inspection, Eagle Ploat, fire support,
blocking force, escort and psyops duties were carried out by river assault
craft often in conjunction with U. S. Army or Vietnamese forces as they
operated from the GIANT SLINGSHOT Campaign area (the northern most ares
of u.vy involvement in the Delta region) to the southern mist reaches
of the Cau Mau Penineula (SILVER MACE IX Cazpaign). The long term
riverine assault operstions in Kien Hoa Province continued as the combined
Arsy/¥avy units again inflicted severs losses on the enemy. '
'nn following table indicates the distribution and’ cnplownt. of

S mmt o e ok

; river uuult. craft on & typical day in Au'u.s ’ e

j ACTIVITY/CPERATION

. ng RA

| Em A KT GG 108 |
| 2nd Brigade, U.S. 9th S '
; Infantry Division 12 3% 9 5 1 63 .

2 Opsration CIANT SLING- ) ?
: SHOT/Barrier Reef ¥ 23 2 1 43

) ation SILVER NACE -

} il LS 2 1 29

; Base Defense 6 15 Y 2

! ’ Overhaul/Conversion/ 2 2 b

! . ToTALS w 9N 1 9 & 161

i
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The recurring danger of enemy swimmer/sapper act:l.vity Anlu;t river
craft was in evidence sgain this month as three mining incidents or
attemple were recorded against MRF craft operating in Kien Hoa Province
and enexy Base Area 480, On 22 April, while trmitingwnuom
480 enroute to the MEB after completion of Operation SILVER MACE II,
RAD 132 assault craft were engaged in an enemy initiated firefight on
the Song Cal Tu 8} miles southwest of Vi Thanh (unaovss).. During the
action & waternine exploded 60 feet off the starboard dow of 008-132-1
and oauved minor flooding which was brought under control. Potential
diauf.yr was averted on 2% April when a Viet Cong command detonated
4ne was discoversd attached to the anti-swimmer net of APl=25 between
the bow and pontoon. The honemade mine, weighing spproximately 150-175
pounds, was discovered at 0730, PFish flsats were seen attached to the
barrier vhile it was being reised prior to getting underway; inspection
by EOD personnel revealed the mine with the detonator lead gevered,
Speculation was that the detonator wire was cut during a minesweep patrol
by a base defense boat, Lastly, ASPB-132-3 was sunk on 29 April on the
Cai Tu River as an enwmy mine of unknown type was detonated bensat s its
stern during the operation in eneny Base Area 480 in Chuong Thiem
Province. A second ASPB, 132-1 was damsged as a result of the explosion.
(This incident is described in the SRA LORDS section under Operations in
Enany Base Area 480.) The sunken ASPB was already hauled up on & beach
by 30 April as the timely salvage operations contimed.
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Salvage operations on Nonitor 111-1 which wvas sunk as a result of
battle damage on the Vam Co Tay River, 4} miles northwest of Moc Hoa
ware completed on 20 April and the craft was towed to Nha Be, The
extensive repairs necessary are estimated to require use of out ot
country facilities. The monitor had sunk on 3L May, =

River Assault Division 92 commnced six days of treining for
Vietnanese Navy boat crews on 28 April under the Accelerated Turnover
Program (ACTOV). This training is in connection with s scheduled
incremental turnover of RAC to the VAN in June.

Loudspeaker payops broadcasts were an hpox"unt aspect of RAC
activity as tapes were played in all cperating aress, at times ’
during insertion/axtraction of troops and immediately after firefights.

+ TASX_OROUP 117,] Oerations

The concerted efforts of the MRF in Kien Hoa Province and adjacent
areasagainresulted in a record mumber of snemy casualties as aggressive
search and destroy tactics accounted for 1155 Viet Cong killed during
April, 3Side thrusts of a few days duration were also made by MRF forces
into Co Cong and Vinh Binh Provinces during the month. )

Enery initiated activity during April diminished somewhat as hostile
fire incidents directed against TG 117.1 RAC were encountered on eight
otcasions as compared to 21 such incidents last month. U. S. Navy
casualties during these actions wers 27 wounded,

River assault craft of River Assault Divisions (RAD) 131, 132, and
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151 supported the 3/47th, A/k7th, 3/60th and 6/31th Infantry battalions
of the U. 8 Amy Ninth Division at various times throughout the month )
as assault lamdings were conducted along mumercus rivers and canals
throughout the operating area. RAD 92 as utility division provided
frequent escort services,  supported the 3/3th Artillery Basttalion
at fire support bases and cosmenced ACTOV training with the VI, RAD
152 acted as base defense division. On 25 April RAD 131 relieved RAD
111 in the GIANT SLINGSHOT area.

On 2 April, nine RAC of RAD 131 (with one company each of L/L7th &
3/60 infantry and the headquarters company of the 3/3, Artillery embark-
od) were engaged in an eneay initisted firefight 4n the Rach & Cay, 13

B R J U,

. .

miles acuth of My Tho (X3 468 206) while escorting 3/34th artillery barges. X
About eight B-U0 rockets snd heavy automatic wespons were fired at the boats
resulting i one rocket hit sach on Monitor 151-1 and ATH 131-12 and *
minor material damags. Fire was immediately returned and suppressed by

v - e e e e s s o e Nt 7 & I

v-
et

o r,

the boat colum and LHFT overhead. Nine Navymen were wounded (all minor);

Rl 4
~ te

one soldier was killed and four were wounded in the attack. Enemy casual-

: ties were one killed with other resylts of suppressive fire unimown.
{ Seven RAD 92 units, engaged primarily in fire support base (FSE)
1}
‘, security operations duning April, were enroute oa 16 April from the
]

Lam av 4
3

mobile riverine bsse at Dong Tem to FSB Khan vhen they received five

———y

\g 14
. N .
PSR SO N S uy NEY L IRV

" recoilless rounds fram the south bank of the Song Ben Tre, & miles south- !
east of My Tho (X3 532 313) at 0935 Monitor 92-1 and Refueler 112-1 were

) F -. '
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nit by one yound each wounding three sailors, A1l wnits returned and
suppreased the fire, The refusler was carrying liogs in the well~deck;
this wvas ignited anc the boat becans engulfed in fisnes. The bhsiu
boat wvas i:mediately beached and the crev svacuated tc ATC's 92-7 and
92-3. Firing commenced irmediately snd was aided by the quick arriwal
of additional equiynent and firefighting foam flowz to the scene by an
Arcy helo. The fire was extinguisiied at 1115, An Aroy LHFT cane on
station imnediately and Army lst Air Cavalry troops arrived withia 10
rinutes to provide security for salvage operutions. The boat was towed
to Dong Tam for repairs.

On 26 April ATC's 152-7 and 152-13, while on base defence patrol,
sighted a total of five perwons at tw locations on the south bank of the
My Tho River (XS 383 406 and XS 400 407) two miles scuthwest ou Dong
Tam, The Viet Cong were spotted in & free fire sons ut!: 4 aight obesrvation

device. The RAC took the Viet Cong under fire resuiting in tuo prodable
kills,
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Detections 50,402
Inspections 26,902
Boardings 10,14
Craft detained (5
Persois Setained 960
Viet Cong suspecte 5l
Hostile Zirs incidents 3%
Eneny casualiless

. Killed 23 BC + 30 EST

3
b. Wwunded ZA%MPM

Ce M“M
USH casualtiess
a. Killed
b. Wounded
¢, Captured
d, Mssing
Knemy matsrial loesess
a, Destroyeds
(1) Junks or sampans
{2} Structures
b, ureds
(1) Junks or sanpans
{2) Weapons

{3) Amunition (rounds)
() Rice (tons)

¢, Dunaged:
(1) Junks or sampans
{2) Structures

USN material losses:

a, Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft
(2) Helicopters

COro

85 0o oo &R

b, Danaged:
(1) Surface oraft

{2) Helicopters
SAR missions

ow ©00

Remarkst

Statistical Summary.

(2) Includes SEA TIGER Operations.

(3) Includes "Swift® boat pairols in GAME WARDEN ares of operation.
{<) Includes TP 117 ard Base Area 480 operations; additional MRP

O OwWM

n&ﬂ

N OO0

(s)
0
(%)
m
1,500
1

5
3
1
()

s
(s)

(1) Sta’istice include only "Standard® Task Porce Operstione.
C; -tion SEA LORIS statistics not included, see SEA LIkDS

statistice included in SEA LORDS Campaign Statistics.

(5) Information not available or not applicable.
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Vietnazioge lavy

Developients in the Accelerned Turnover Progran (KCTOV) and ree
lntad projects that are designed to increase ths role of the Vietnamese
Navy woved s:wothly forvard in April, Aside fron some minor equirment
problems and the lack of a technical English voecabulary, the Vii PBR
traineas have porforuied well in active ptroll? Tho enthusiastic and
eagor sailors ave quickly leerning proper procedures for firing and cloar-
ing weapons, searc:ing watercraft, and clunin.g weapons, The USCG W2Bt's
POINT GARIE. and POILT LEAGUE sailed for I-:A.’-‘&ET .TI:S patrols on 6 and 18
April, rospectively, entirely mnnod by Villl personnel with the exception
of the Commnding Officer, Known as the SGA"TOA P-ognm (53 Craft
kssets, Training, and Turnover or B.oaouru), Vi satlors relieve their
USCG counterparts on the 4FB's one at a time until the entire crew except
for the Comianding Officer is uenned by the Vli.. Tiie US Coz.anding
Officers are relisved by a Vii counterpart wiien tiie boats a-e offisially
turned over to the Vietnaxese lavy.

With the exception of the night of 10 « 11 April, V.. confrontations
with the enery were light ancé scaitered during the uoath, Aliost comple
tely avoiding any iajor contect with jovernuent forces, tue eneny
appetced to 121t his activities to sporadic atiancks by fire, =inor

grounc provos, terrorist a.taciis, and incroased ..lnlng attex;ts, While
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ptromu.n_mnggorfmum&i\mmmum, Fleet Comsand
ships searched 6,593 junks and 23,497 people, Eleven of these junks and
41 people were dstained., This represented increases of 49.2% and 44.5%
in comparison ‘:othogiguru for March, During the month Fleet Command
Units fired 61 }GFS missions. The LSSL's and ISIL's accounted for the
mjority of then while firing harrassmsat and interdiction missions into
suspected VC looations along the Ham Luong , Co Ghien, Ny Tho, and Ean
Gian Rivers and in the hung Sat Special Zone. In addition to the rout~
ine patrols conducted by the L5SL's and ISIL's in the Long Tan, My The,
apd Bassec Rivers, one LSSL and one 1LSIL, along with wo wh'a and MG
21/% units, they provided troop 1ifts, logistic nrvlm, and 1GFS for
Operation SILVER HAGE II on the lovea Qgn Fau Peninsula. During routine
sveeps of the Long Tau, Dong Hai and Saigon Rivers Fiitls and 1Gids
recovered electrical cable from their 'tueeptng goar on three occasions

"and on 12 April two MLM's received small arms fire from the west bank

of the Dong Nai River, (15 045915) that ruultcd in two small holes in
‘the bow of one boat.: t "

VN FBR's of River Patrol Group 51 (RPG 51) vere 1m1ved in nine
incidents and fire ﬂ.@:ta during troop insertions and while onga.cod in
the three daily and five nid:*_p}, patrols on the long Tauerd Soirep
Ems. The PAR's accounted for six Jc killed, four VC captured, and one
VO who rullied. On 29 April two VIl PBA's with V! Rangers exbarked wvere

conducting & reconnaissance nission with helo escort ten miles southeast
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of Saigon on the Ong Keo stream., After completing the nission, the
P3.'a started back to Dong Tranh when a nins detonated under the
lead boat, initiating a heavy B-4i and B-41 rocket attack (YS 036782).
The boat occupants were knocced down and the boat went out of control
and proceeded ten meters inland before coming to rest. The cover boet
medevaced the four Villi, six Vii Rangers, and US Ranger advisor vho were
wounded to Nha Je. One Ranger was killed and the beached FBR vas
extens.vel: darmyed,

There were 67,943 junks and 214,918 people searched in A by
Coastal Gruup units of all four Coastal Zones, Tiils representec a 1.4»
and 7,9% increase in comparison to the darch statistics. Detalnzents
increased fron 80 to 181 junis and from 646 to 941 persons, The first
three coastal sone junks wers credited with 95% of the junks and 88%
of the persons detained,

The Cua Dal River area remalned the center of eneny aotivity for
Junks of the First Coastal Zonz., On the morming of 11 April Coastal
Grour (CG) 14 units were sweeping Tauan Thinh Island (BT 170550) when
they engaged the enany, Three VC were klllec and one VC was cajtured,
late in the afternoon the coastal group conducted another inserilon (BT
102550) on the island and this time one VC was killed, On 18 April CG
34 units inscried four RF companies and one ARV eleven riles south of
Ser. Tre on thie Ham Luong River (XS 600130, 630150, 600170) on three
é¢ifi'vrent occasions, While the ground forces swe.t the area, the junks

.ot 4 [ O ¢
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t
5 actod as a blocking force on the adjacent river. During the day the
combined force accounted for twenty one WC killed, mtyomvcuptur;d,
and two suspeciu VC - ctoined. Several personal weapons, tuo short
ave ruu‘oc, an:. sos pedical supplies were uncovered, The VN sailors
vere credited with one VC killed and four VC captured (included in total) :

.

and the destruction of th.ee cn'ew sanpans.

Fatrolling six miles south of their base carmp (CQ 155777) on 27
April, CG 23 junks spotted two people on the beach who ran and hid in
the nearby rocks after being sighted. Responding to the Vi call for fire
support, U.S. FCF 49 jointed with the VN units to place machine-gun fire
on the beach, AVNJ;nding party vent ashore and found one VG and trails

LT e e e B e, e e

of three others who wers wounded, Several ftne::, & quantity of rice
and nedlcine, two satchel charges and some miscellaneous pisces of. cloth
vere confiscated,
In operation Tren liung Dao an average of two Vi FCF's and ten
Fourth Coastal Zone junks patroled the Rach Giang Thanh and Vinh Te Canal fiou
: Ha Tien to a point twenty miles ?pstream (V8 690629), Reaction troops,
Junks, LDNE, U.S. Seals, and TF 116 PBR's carried out ambuah‘ patrols and
sweening operations south from Chau Do, Trore were several small
skirmishes and fire fights during the month but generally routine putrols
were tho ordor of tho day,

In the Third and Fourth Riverine areas Viii River Assault Groups :
(RAG's) were involved in troop 1ifts, amphibious ozerations, convoy -
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escoris, blocking missions, Psyops, civic action, nedevacs, and fire
support. Fron 21 - 25 April RAG 28, U.S. Aray, anc local troops con-
ducted river control operations on the Saigon River tuclve to twenty
£ five xiles northwest of the capital city (from XT 750176 to XT 53.366).
Enenyy forces, utilising a conbination of B-40 rookots.'nortu, smal)
ares and one cormand detonated water mine, initiatec fire fights on

wl o

four separate occasiozs, Two U.S. advisors, three U.S. soldiers, two
. Vi seilors, and one civilian were wounded during these incidents, One of
the seven VG killed b7 friendly forces had in his possession an order

to stop the Vil units in the area.
Bdver Assault and Interdiction Divisions 70 and 71 (RAID 70 and 71)

v it wa ol A 2w

|
i
contimed tc improve their effectiveness in GIALT SLING SHOT Operations !
o» tie Vam Co Dong and Van Co Tay Rivers. On 24 April the tactical area 3

froz Zaa in up the Can Co Tay to Moc Hoa was acsigned to RAID 70 and
the Raln courander asswmed CTU 194,9,3. This new responsibility involved

a shift in ths RAID assets, RAID 70 was assigned six ASF3's five ATC's,

e
e ., T

‘ one ronitor, and one GC3 at Tan An and two ASPB's, three ATC's, and one
é moaitsy at Tuyen Nhon, RAID 71 has four ASPB's, turese ATC's and one !
L- 4 roniter at Ben Luc and four ASFZ's and two ATC's at Tra Cu., The Wi
i:: : recorded ninoteen firs figits initiated by the eneny and eight initiated
'__‘ ) by Vietnanese forces in GIAIT SLIG SHOT Operations. GCoordinated oper-
[ i ataozs with PAID's were resporsible for 92 VG kiliec, ten VG znd thres
;:f ; \ . svspestad VO captured, Irlendly forces operating with the Vil suffered
b, !
L ” . Enclosure (7)
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four killed and twenty-one wounded, The RAID': hed only three wounded.
Yietnageso Hardne Corve

Verines in April resulting fronm operations conducted in I1I and IV CTZ,
i Brignde A, comprised of tas Brigade lcadquarters, the Third
Infaatry Battalion, and Battery A of the W Artillyry-3attalion, cont-
inued reconnaissance in force and tan: - infantry operations in 3inh

AT Division, Several 1light and scattered combat incidenis accounted
1 for s!xtoon VC killed and three captured at the exponse of three VA

; iarines killed and another twenty wounded,
; On 7 April Brigade B, including Brigade Headquarters, the Fourth
; and Sixth Infaniry Battalions, and Battery B of the V2L Artillery

SILVZR FACE II in Xam Can and Dan Doi Districts of An Xxyen Province

o a e
v m— roan Ty

within the control of the 21st ARV Division, While utiliszing tha U.d.
RiC's and FCF's and Vil RAG boats fo transportation on the Cua Lon and
Bo De iivers, the iarines Sought out tho enemy tiroughout the tactical

ek e da e o ee e -

L L]
P

for el nteen VO killed and twelve confirned VS and 19 susrected VC taken

4
—

into custody. A large number of buniers, structures, and satpans were

r’ ceztroyed and several armunition cashes were uncovered, confiscated or
" destroyed, Marine casualtles were throe killed and twanty-six wounded.
&
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There was 1light to moderate enexmy activity reported by tie Vietnarese

Duong Province (approx. XT 580150) under the operctioral conrol of the Sth

Battalion, correaced riverine/reconnaigsance in force aperations entitled

area. Upon conclusion of the ogeration on 18 April, ibe iar‘nes accouwated
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The Brigade stood dmuniiil:_ulgrﬂ vhen they noved into Xien Fung

’ District of Chuong Thien Province for mo.xjo rimino and rooomim
in force oéomtions. Activity for the re‘minder of the nmonth was neg-
1iginle to light. ‘ "

The First Infantry Battalion relieved the Fourth Battalion on 12

April and renained vith Brigade B through 30 April, The Fourth Battelion
returned to its base camp at Vung Taw. On 23 Aprid ‘opontioml penhol
changed to the Joint General 3taff and the Fourth iathliw noved h
Thu Due to sot as a reserve wnit and hcondm{ummtnhmi‘c

the rest of the month,
The Second Infantry Battalion continued cozpany sise reconnaissance .

operaticns for the 18th ARVL Division near Long Thanh (Y8 140920) in l
Bien Hoa Province with negligible results, The battalion was put wnder l
the oontrol of the n;ng Pien Spscial Zone and helolifted into & new ;
opcrational aree north of the Dang Nai River on 18 and 19 April, With

crtillery support from battery D the mrines cariied out rocoanaissance
in force opcrations in the area for the rest of the nonth ylelding nege
ativo contact. The VG had definitely b.en in the area as enemy mines
%11lcd two arines and vounded another twenty-six,

TR
DS PR PRt DA
4

Scourity and reconnalssance nissions were perforrzed by the Fifth

g
o o

Battalion for the A.Vi Adrborn Division just north of Sa‘gon with neg-
ative results for the entire month,
Battery C stood down at Thu Duc the first half of the month, On
i 15 April the artillery units noved into two fire support beses under the

,
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i oontrol of the Rxg Sat Specisl Zcne, An artillery platoon fro: T

. Duc bese camp joined the other units of the taticry cn 28 April and the
; entire battery proviied gmfire support during the ramining days of

. | Aprid.

1 Battery D, operating urder t:e control of the Oapital Military
District had platoons sthtionsd in Saigon at Jewport Beach, Cat lai, and
Thu Duc. The platocn at the llowpors Bridge detached to the Second Bat-
hnmmmumum'omnmspommmm-auﬂ,
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* ' wy STATISTICAL SQMARY
. . i —‘%W
| VIETHAMESE NAVY: ety & : Saarchd 2o
iy
BEUER S ol
COASTAL PORCE '
1 o6 b9l 29,316 70,8685 66 118
o i b8.2 3,42  soj0 Uy 261
b og 2.6 $0.8 8,636 27,730 59 uy
ook ka8 25,393 =2 2
Subetotalss 67,903 214,918 18 o1
#PLEET COMMAND
’ TRILSENS L 290 6,89 23,l97 1n n
| RIVERINE ARK,
{ R0 m’a ur.s 15,8 6,360 23,660 0 1
: RS 255 165 12 it0 0 0
; #ORN_RESERVE
| 27 Qa7 _sWa 28,008 - -
AL B6,509 280,853 g8 968
‘ VIETNAVESE MARINE CORPS:
i VeAW k. LYy Captured: 29 Suspects detained 2}
: | NMC L3/ CHNNR |} ¥IA: 8 M o,
E * Provided 61 gunfire support missions
‘ # Inclides RAG 27, RTED and REG 1
i .
L}
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PSYCHOLOGIC CIVIC ACTION SUMMA
April 1‘%9

The U. S. and Vietnamese Navy accounted for 25 Hoi Chanhs in April.

‘ ’
Pour of these, including one NVA regular, rallied to GIANT SLINGSHOT

forces.: SEA LRDS operations in the Ca Mau Peninsula area were given
partial credit for the increase in rallies to the Nam Can district
capital from seven in March to 13 in April. |

. Interrogation of Hoi Chanhs and POW indicated that almost all of
them had been exposed to U. S. or government PeyOps progrems. Pear,
hunger, personal hardships, amd .diaillusiomnent with the enemy cause
were common reasons for rallying to the government cause.

Sniper attacks on the PsyOps and Medcap teams and the Viet Congs' own
Chieu program are indicative of the devestating effect that PsyOps is
having on the enemy's effort. The Viet Cong have published & Chieu Hoi
leaflet and have gone so fax'tt as to accept Hol Chanhs back into thelr
ranks if they renounce their mistakes. ‘

Both PsyOps and Medcap operations were well (received in April. The
Navy Medcap program alone "tro{t.ed approximately 25,000 Vietnamese. The
Vietnamess always gathered in Qrp crowdp to hear the loudspesker
broadcasts and to receive the wide variety of PsyOps material including
food, newspapers, magazines, Chieu Hoi leaflets, soaps and cooking oils,

!i'he Naval Support Activity at Danang reported that there woro' 174
self-help projects underway and that significant progress had been made
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on two special projects, the renovation of the Chan Museum and a general
grounds iaprovenant of the ARVN amputee hospital. The Haval Support
Activity detachment at Tem My reported the commencement of construction
on two school. classrooms, . .
Seabes teams continued their active participation in Civic Action and
MEDCAP programs. Seabee corpsmen examined and treated som 12,400 plthnt-,':'
throughout Sduth Vietnan. Sesbes Team 0604 completed one Vietnamese high
school and one Vietnamese elementary school in long An Province in ih-u.
An open air market was built by Seabus Team 0810 in Phong Dinh Province and
Seabes Tean 0913 finishud work on the Xom Bo Accelerated Pacification Project
thet incluled work on roads, the public markets, & health station, and some

rice drying courte,
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USH CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMAARY (1)

TOTAL X/BER OF MAN-DAYS PERSCNNEL OF MIITS RIGAGED IN CIVIC
m;&"’m!""—""_‘q_‘_c =R N 0B 1 T Loty
COST C? SUPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILITARY RESOURCES FOR C

ACTIn frogscTas "“"""""""""1!%0 6,170,900

VOLINTISY CONTRIBTIONS w$ 4,072

PERCTTAGE OF U, 8, MILITARY CIVIC ACTIOR ACTIVITIES ¢QDUCTED
0Tl WITHS
3
3
%

Cther FWMAF

EVNAP

UsS. Civilian voluntary-agencles

Average percent of selfehelp Ly Vi civiliane

PROGRAMS

Ir 8" AL

Economic Development vy

Eucation 58 802:8'50
Social Velfare 2,'-62 6’ ;8”
Transportatim . 295 2027
Refugee 339 WI.OJS

DISTIUTES ASSISTED: ]

Hospitals/Dispensaries 24

Crphanages 20

Gthers 7

1CTSs (1) Statistics shown are those for iarch; soc paragraph two of
trunsmittal lotter,
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